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cow becomes fully developed, and after being fertilized by the male tick, fills up with the blood of the cow and falls to the ground. It may then lay as many as 3,000 eggs. When the eggs are laid or deposited on blades of grass', the female tick withers and dies. If the weather is warm and otherwise favorable, the eggs hatch out in a few weeks. If the weather is unfavorable, the eggs may lay dormant for several months, even through an ordinary southern winter, and hatch out in the spring. The eggs hatch or become larvse or small seed ticks. They have six legs and are brown in color. They crawl about on the grass and sooner or later attach themselves to the skin of a passing cow. The young growing tick gets its nourishment at this time by drawing blood from the cow. The tick is still very small. It would hardly be noticed. At this stage the little tick is able to transmit the disease to the animal host. After fertilization it increases in size and a few days later drops from the animal and thus another life cycle is started. It is known that the female ticks transmit the disease through their offspring. Texas fever is not transmitted by the tick that takes the infected blood, but rather from the offspring of the infected female tick. The female tick itself does not travel very far but may be carried easily by persons, stock cars, and cattle harboring the ticks.
There are eight other species of ticks. Only one variety carries Texas fever. This may be distinguished from the others by its size, shape, and color. The head is short and broad. The body is up to % inch in length and oval in shape. The color ranges from yellow to olive-brown and may be mottled with uneven areas of yellow and brown. Two parallel grooves are seen on the back, just behind the head parts. Three parallel grooves are on the posterior part of the back. The tick has the general shape of a coffee bean and has four pairs of slender legs. The Texas fever tick lives chiefly on cattle but has been found on horses, mules, and deer.